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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK .........

Authors Greer and Smith in the book, “The Poor Will Be Glad,” refer to an article that appeared in the December
2005 periodical, The Economist that compares the living standard of Enos Banks, an unemployed coal driver in Eastern
Kentucky’s Appalachian region to that of Dr. Mbwebwe Kabamba, a surgeon in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

“Both men live on nearly the same amount of money, yet there are significant differences in their life
styles. Dr. Kabamba has no running water at his house, has the benefits of electricity twice a week, only dreams
of air conditioning, and eats meat about twice a month. In the America of Enos Banks, three quarters of poor
households have air conditioning and the poor eat more meat than the well-to-do. On average, poor peoplein
America are likely to live longer than the poor in other countries, spend more years in education, have jobs, and
own cars, refrigerators, stereos , and other luxuries. The Article summarizes: ‘All one can say is that whereas the
poor in Kinshasa complain about the price of bread, the poor in Kentucky complain about the price of motor
insurance ....””

Peter Greer writes, “The reality of the scale of poverty in the developing world dwarfs nearly everything we
label as “poor” in the United States. This is exceptionally difficult for most Americans to understand, including
me. Growing up, | was the “poor pastor’s kid” ... When everyone else had Nintendos, | had hand-me-down Atari.
How naive I was to ... equate slightly less luxury with the dehumanizing struggle to survive that confronts the
nearly three billion people who try to survive on less than $2 a day.” (The people in Gulu Uganda live on $1 a day.)

A few weeks ago Hindman United Methodist Church sent some funds for pastors to use to E-mail us. A few days
ago | received an e-mail from Pastor Peter Ojok of the Koch Goma UMC in Gulu, Uganda. Peter shared with me how he
came to Christ. His father was a violent drunk and his mother abandoned the family when Peter was 4 years old. He was
forced eventually to leave school to care for his younger sister and ailing grandmother. The LRA killed or captured many
of his friends and relatives but Peter was protected in his village. Peter knew God protected him, so in gratitude, he gave
his life to Jesus. A couple of years ago Peter was appointed as pastor of Koch Goma UMC.

Peter is now 26 years old, has a wife and several children. He and his church make and sell beads to raise
money to support some widows and orphans. He says the business is not good. He lives in an unsafe grass hut. He walks
or bikes round-trip twenty miles to serve his church and up to now received no salary. He desires to make a better life for
his children and longs to go to a Bible college for training. His church has 70-80 members but no land or building or music
system.

Lent is a time of self-denial and fasting. This Lenten Season we have a great opportunity to help Peter and the
five other United Methodist pastors of the Gulu District. Please join me and give up some things during lent: a night out, a
meal, sodas, candy etc. Donate the money you saved for a Special Easter Offering. We will send the money to the Gulu
Distrct where it will be used to grant “small business loans” first to Peter and the other five Gulu UMC pastors. As the
loans are paid back, the funds will be available to grant more small business loans to Gulu UMCs and their members.
Make this Lenten season the most memorable ever. Place your love offering in an envelope marked “Gulu Small Business
Loans,” or make your checks out to, “Hindman United Methodist Church for Gulu Small Business Loans.” This love-
offering is to be over and above your regular offering or it hurts our other ministries and is not self denial; it is
only areallocation of your giving. May Christ become more alive in you as you demonstrate the love of Christ to the
most vulnerable of God’s people.

Pastor John




Hindman United Methodist Women

Oh, what a winter it has been! We are all looking forward to spring and no more snow this
= = | season! All that snow kept us from meeting in February, and we just barely were able to have a
_’3/_/ meeting in January. We thank God for the opportunity to get together on a cold winter’s evening.

Jan Stumbo read a “Thank You” note from her mother who had doubled her Christmas candy order from the
previous year. Jan also shared the District women’s newsletter which included a full page color article of the retreat held
at the Hindman Settlement School last September.

Motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to give $500 to the Haiti Relief Fund. A special offering
was also taken the following Sunday with our church raising a total of more than $800 towards the UMCOR relief fund.

Following the business part of the meeting, Kristin Farquharson and Jan Stanfill shared some of their experiences
in Uganda. For Jan and her love for children, the hardest thing was the language barrier and her inability to communicate
properly with the children. Yet love can be conveyed even when words cannot be shared. One of the children was ill and
she was able to convey her caring spirit by just holding and comforting that child.

A highlight for the whole group was when they visited Humble School and were recognized by the children of their
Hope for Africa choir that came to our church when Kristin showed them the picture of them in front of the fire engine.
What a testament to our hospitality when after all the churches these children visited they remembered our church in
particular. Could their reception and escort into town with police cars and fire engines have had something to do with
that? Among the joys the mission team shared was the reaction of the children to the stories told and their silence during
story time. The sheer number of children was also overwhelming. They may start out with 25 at the beginning of the
evening and end up with being surrounded by 100 or more at the end of the evening.

Kristin, the leader of our mission team, shared that Andrew Messer, the youngest of the team members, was a
“rock star” among the children who came just to see and hear him as he was able to share the Gospel with them better
than any adult could. She said he was like a little evangelist. The young adults in the group bonded with the young adults
in Uganda as well, making competitions out of hauling gravel in a wheelbarrow across a narrow bridge made out of a
couple of boards and by playing soccer with them well into the night.

Kristin had put a whole year’s work and preparation into the trip that was over in 11 days. Her position as team
leader was especially stressful as she was responsible of carrying so much money around with her. She shared that in
Uganda, the price of everything has to be negotiated, something she did not feel so comfortable with at first but did get
used to. She will be more prepared for the next trip there.

The team was told before they left for Uganda that they would suffer from depression when they returned home.
She shared that all the team members did suffer from depression for almost 3 weeks after their return but that their spirits
were lifted after they received pictures of the progress that has been made on the structure they helped lay the foundation
for. They are updated periodically on the progress being made.

Having made that trip and developing a strong bond with the church in Gulu, all the members are ready to return
there in the (hopefully) not so distant future.

Upcoming events:

March 2071 2:00 p.m. Baby Shower for Kassi and Charles Marshall i IT’S A GIRL!

March 26-28-Wo me n 6 s We e k e nid PiggentFarge aTiN.

April 47 6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service at Hindman Settlement School. We are in charge of serving
breakfast

April 16 7 Spring Luncheon. The menu and ticket sales will be discussed at our March meeting.

Our next meeting will be 6:30 p.m. on March 11 at the church. Invite a friend and come and join us.

Remember:
You don’t have to be a member of Hindman United Methodist Church to attend our meetings.
~ Karin Ritchie
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MAKING DISCIPLES

The Disciple Making Team met on Sunday, January 17, 2010. The Safe Sanctuaries program was discussed.
This is a program mandated by the General Conference to keep our children and our staff safe. A training session was
scheduled for February 3 and we had 20 people trained that evening. It was decided that if the Church Family Nights
during the month of January were well received and attended that we would repeat them again during the summer until
the middle of September and again January and February 2011. The calendar we agreed upon would look something like
this: Continue JUMP until May 19 then begin Church Family dinners and studies soon after the end of JUMP and
continue throughout the summer until the Wednesday following the Gingerbread Festival, at which time we would resume
JUMP and JUMP would end the second Wednesday in December. Church Family Nights would be held in January and
February.

This January we took a "recess" from the regular JUMP program and concentrated on small groups for the adults
and children. It was well received and began with 22 in attendance and ended with 37 attending. The response was very
positive and those involved wanted to repeat it in the summer.

Successes for 2009 included several completing the "Read Through the Bible" program, new Sunday School
teachers for preschool, elementary and youth, a new support group for people concerned with loved ones who have a life
controlling problem, a great VBS, a couple of fish fries and meals every Wednesday with the SWAP teams and Christmas
shopping for the JUMP children. We were able to feed 17 families (70 persons) through the Caring Committee donations
for Thanksgiving dinners and provided food boxes to 24 families (or approximately 95 persons). The JUMP children
donated $500 from their offerings for the past couple of years to purchase malaria nets for children in Uganda.

The next DMT meeting will be on Sunday, March 21 following the worship service. The meal will be potluck. Topics for
discussion will include promotion/graduation Sunday, Vacation Bible School, and summer activities.

~ Jan Stumbo

WITNESS & OUTREACH

MINISTRIES

At the February Administrative Council meeting, Grady Stumbo reported on the Outreach Team’s plans and goals
for 2010 and following. It is an exciting time for our church. As more people get involved and commit to the ministries of
the church, the greater the opportunity we have to be Christ’'s witnesses, both at home and around the world. Plans
discussed included:

1. Focus the church on the Uganda mission for the next few years and engage other churches in this support.
This will entail (i) training pastors in financing trades to generate funds to help the six pastors be self-sustaining (ii)
support women and girls through education (iii) construction of multi-purpose hall (iv) provision of safe drinking water (v)
complete VIM center (vi) support Uganda youth.

2. Discussed UPWARD basketball, which has seen a decline in number of participants, and the possibility of an
UPWARD soccer program. An UPWARD coordinator will visit the church on February 24 at 6 p.m. to share information
on these programs.

3. Work with Greg Mullins, Disaster Assistance Coordinator for Knott County, on ways the church can help in
times of crises. The greatest need is for volunteers to go to emergency centers and provide labor assistance. Colleen
Rolen will obtain additional information on this.

4. Continue Holy Week luncheons at the church, participate in the Good Friday Cross Walk, and have the
Sunrise Service (Methodist Church to provide the breakfast).

5. Following the Congregational Appreciation dinner that Pastor John and Edie are hosting on February 28,
everyone is invited to a focus group discussion on the ministries and vision for the church. You are encouraged to share
your thoughts and ideas.

Ultimately, everything needs to be in the will of God. Please be in prayer for God’s leading of where we are now
and where He wants to lead us. ~ Jennifer Hale
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News aboutiwo 7" Season of
UPWARD Basketball & Cheerleading

We have had another successful year of UPWARD Basketball &
Cheerleading, even though the number of participants was down this

year. At this writing, we are looking forward to our Awards Ceremony
March 6" at 2:00 p.m. Ralph Fugate will provide special entertainment and our own Praise & Worship Band will
provide the music. We invite everyone to come out and share this occasion and meet the participants and their

We want to thank Patrick Conley for his leadership, the coaches, referees, Pastor John and Chris for

getting the church ready for practice and game days, and then again for worship service, and everyone else who

helped to make our 7" season another successful one. We could not have done it without your help.

At this time we are also looking into the possibility of an UPWARD soccer league beginning this summer.

Please watch upcoming newsletters and church bulletins for announcements.

fiLearn

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will meet again March 2"

~ Karin Ritchie

--Wings of Love-- A Prayer Shawl Ministry
Crochet & Knit Shawls

how omeh erasn vhred p

t hemsel ves i n t

----2 Corinthians 1:40

, 1pm at the church.

We have met more than our goal of having 10 shawls completed by January and are very

excited about this accomplishment.

If you do not know how to knit or crochet, we will be happy to teach you! Or you may want to donate yarn,
help with wrapping and delivering the shawls, pray for the ministry and the people who receive the shawls, or help in other

ways.

~ Wanda Killingbeck
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Eric and Belinda Conley

Gordon and Angela Short
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March 1 Danny Romines
Tomas Weinberg March 12
March 2 Billie Owens
March 5 Josh Combs March 24
March 6 Chris Conley
March 8 Karin Ritchie
March 10 Wayne Rolen
March 13 Sharon Boggs
March 15 Jan Fernandez
Nan Watson
March 18 Hartzel Carter
March 23 Charles Boggs
Don Owens
March 26 Vernon Combs
lan Farguharson
Bob Stewart
March 29 Lauren Anderson my heart when |

$$$ Birthday Challenge $$$

Bethel Ritchie is challenging everyone to make a donation to the Building Fund
in honor of their birthday, $1 for each year of their life.

How great is the love the Father has lavished on
us, that we should be called children of God.

1 John 3:1 NIV

And since we are his sons, everything he has
belongs to us, for that is the way God planned.

Galatians 4:7 TLB

Words cannot express the gratitude within

say O Heavenly Father. Amen

he



[5 Congratulations to Stacy and Shannon BUrnett on the birth of their son Mason William. Mason was
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NN To the falmly of Anna Louise (Ann) Tflplett who passed away Sunday, February 7, after a
> fE] long battle with cancer.
To the family of Kyle and Natasha Slone, whose father, wendell Slone, passed away

Ui
EOND@ NOES February 10. Kyle is a member of our youth group, his sister Natasha is a former member of our
youth group.
May God comfort them in their time of grief and keep them in His loving arms.

Common Excuses for Not Giving to the Lord’s Work

The church doesn’t need my money.

Well, yes and no. Insofar as God sovereignly builds His church and will never let it expire (Matthew 16:18), no,
the church does not need our money. But insofar as God’s normal means of providing for His church is through the gifts
of the people (2 Corinthians 9:11), yes, the church does need our money. In other words, the fact that God provides for
the church should make us more, not less, eager to give. If we really have been changed by the gospel, then we will
consider it a privilege to participate with our Lord in the work of His church.

TEN TIMELESS VALUES

Works of Mercy

Ephesians. 2:10 -- He created us to do good things.
Philippians. 2:4 -- We are to look out for interests of others.
Ephesians. 6:7 -- We are to serve the Lord, not men.
Galatians. 5:13 -- We are to serve one another in love.

Ephesians. 4:11-14, 16 -- Know your gifts. Look for opportunities to serve. Each one of us has a way we can serve. It's
best if it matches our gift.

Philippians. 2:4-8 -- We are to take on the nature of a servant.

Matthew. 3:9-10 -- Fruit tree is expected to produce. God's people should produce a crop of good deeds. Others need to
see our faith in the way we treat them.

Matthew. 25:34-36 -- There are acts of mercy we can do every day.
Hebrews. 13:1-3 -- Real love for others produces action.

Matthew.23:11-12 - Greatness comes from serving --giving of ourselves to others and to God's service. Serving keeps us
aware of other's needs and stops us from focusing only on ourselves.

Matthew. 3:10 -- People will be judged for their unproductive lives. God calls us to action in our obedience. We are to be
prudent, obey His leading, and actively serve and help others.

~ Blanch Taylor
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5x5 Bible Reading Plan

Discipleship Journal

Through the New Testament in 5 days a week, 5 minutes a day

March
Date \) Book / Chapter
Acts
1 A 28
Hebrews

2 A 1

3 Reflection

4 Reflection

5 A 2

6 A 3

7 A 4

8 A 5

9 A 6
10 Reflection

11  Reflection

12 A 7

13 A 8
14 A 9

15 A 10
16 A 11
17  Reflection

18  Reflection

19 A 12
20 A 13

Galatians

21 A 1
22 A 2

23 A 3
24  Reflection

25  Reflection

26 A 4
27 A 5
28 A 6

James

29 A 1
30 A 2
31 Reflection

April
Date Vv Book / Chapter
James

1 Reflection

2 A 3
3 A 4
4 A 5

Matthew

5 A 1
6 A 2
7 Reflection

8 Reflection

9 A 3
10 A 4
11 A 5
12 A 6
13 A 7
14  Reflection

15 Reflection

16 A 8
17 A 9
18 A 10
19 A 11
20 A 12
21  Reflection

22  Reflection

23 A 13
24 A 14
25 A 15
26 A 16
27 A 17
28 Reflection

29 Reflection

30 A 18




